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Labor Economics: Principles in Practice provides a concise, tightly integrated, and engaging

exploration of labor economics. Focusing on core principles and immersing students in real data

from the Current Population Survey (CPS), Ken McLaughlin lays out a clear analytical framework for

thinking about labor-market issues and policies. The book's entire presentation-- from the

conversational tone to the practice questions within each section-makes labor economics highly

accessible to more students.
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"I am delighted with the straightforward clarity of the writing. It is pitched just right: direct and plain

but not condescending. The use of active tense and the tendency not to let sentences run on

compares well with my current text."--Michael Brun, Illinois State University"I think this text serves

as a great outline for a course, and provides a great overview for non-economics majors who might

benefit from labor economics but would be lost by more rigorous economic material."--Earl H. Davis

III, Nicholls State University"The book gives a good grounding on the basics of labor economics,

focusing on the student's grasp of those basics. Applications and examples are a key and integral

part of exposition of the theory. Explanations are clear and precise. A particularly exciting aspect of

the text is that it immerses students in data and data analysis from the beginning. The author

introduces the students to the CPS and statistical methods for testing economic hypotheses and

then the CPS is returned to in most chapters to connect the student to real economic research and



to integrate the topics. Specifically, the text starts with a basic wage regression and as each topic is

covered another variable(s) is added to the right hand side."--Gerald Marschke, SUNY Albany

Kenneth J. McLaughlin is an Associate Professor and master teacher of microeconomics and labor

economics at City University of New York. He received his Ph.D. in Economics from the University

of Chicago and has taught at the University of Rochester, University of Chicago's Graduate School

of Business, and Columbia University.
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